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SECONDARY  EDUCATION 

Prior  to  1979,  secondary  edu¬ 
cation  in  Lagos  and  in  many 
parts  of  Nigeria  was  a  great 
privilege.  Because  they  were 
very  few,  admission  into  secon¬ 
dary  schools  was  usually  by 
entrance  examination  to  select 
the  best  candidates. 

The  first  secondary  school 
in  Nigeria,  C.M.S.  Grammar 
School,  Lagos  was  founded  in 
1859. 

Between  1900  and  1960  (inde¬ 
pendence  year)  there  were  only 
29  secondary  schools  in  the 
whole  of  Lagos  State.  As  recently 
as  1972,  the  number  of  secondary 
schools  was  just  100. 

Secopdary  Schools  in  Lagos  State 


(1972). 

Federal  Government  . .  2 

State  Government  . .  6 

Local  Government  . .  4 

Private  48 

Muslim  Missions  ..  12 

Christian  Missions  . .  28 


100 

In  all  these  years,  the  Christian 
and  later  muslim  missions  pio¬ 
neered  Secondary  education. 
As  their  number  was  inadequate, 
and  the  number  of  children 
seeking  admission  into  secondary 
schools  increased,  private  entre¬ 
preneurs  entered  into  the  field 
and  established  secondary  schools 
to  make  money. 

Still,  the  number  of  secondary 
schools  was  grossly  inadequate 
to  admit  the  large  number  of 
primary  school  leavers. 


As  at  1972,  there  were  47  2 
primary  schools  with  an  annual 
turn  out  of  96,000  school  leavers 
against  100  secondary  schools 
with  accommodation  for  only 
16,000  new  intakes.  Therefore 
as  many  as  80,000  primar> 
school  leavers  i.e.  83%  were 
left  to  roam  the  streets. 

National  Policy  on  Education 

In  1976  the  then  military 
administration  took  the  first 
major  step  to  involve  the  govern¬ 
ment  in  financing  primary  and 
secondary  education. 

That  year,  it  launched  a  Uni¬ 
versal  Primary  Education  — 
UPE — which  essentially  meant 
free  tuition  in  the  primary  schools. 
Realising  that  this  would  greatly 
increase  the  number  of  children 
entering  secondary  schools,  the 
National  Policy  on  Education 
designed  by  the  military  aimed 
at  a  40%  transition  from  primary 
to  secondary  schools. 

In  view  of  the  low  percentage 
of  transition  before  1976,  this 
40%  was  considered  quite  ‘ambi¬ 
tious’  and  ‘progressive'. 

Between  1976  and  1979,  the 
Government  took  over  all  the 
good  and  well-run  private  secon¬ 
dary  schools  belonging  to  muslim 
and  Christian  churches  as  well 
as  private  proprietors  with  a  view 
to  expanding  their  accommo¬ 
dation  facilities  to  take  the  larger 
number  of  new  secondary  school 
pupils.  In  addition,  the  Federal 
Government  provided  one  secon¬ 
dary  school  while  the  State 
Government  established  three. 

All  this  was  aimed  at  achie¬ 
ving  the  40%  transition  which 
in  fact  was  not  achieved  as  the 
programme  of  school  expansion 
was  not  properly  executed. 
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Shift  System 

Faced  with  failure,  the  Military 
Government  decided  to  lump 
large  numbers  of  pupils  into 
existing  secondary  schools  in 
what  became  notoriously  known 
as  the  shift  system. 

Under  the  shift  system,  there 
were  about  two  or  three  streams 
of  schools  operating  from  one 
school  compound.  The  first 
stream  operated  between  8  a.m. 
and  11.30  a.m.;  the  second 
between  12  noon  and  3.30  p.m. 
and  the  third  between  4  p.m. 
and  7  p.m.  None  of  the  shifts 
ever  did  four  hours  a  day  at 
school.  It  was  a  matter  of  quick 
baptism  by  immersion  or,  to 
use  the  photographic  termino¬ 
logy,  the  children’s  education 
suffered  from  “under-exposure, 
under  development  and  insu¬ 
fficient  fixing”. 

The  New  Order — October  1,  1979 

With  effect  from  October  1, 
1979,  the  new  civilian  Adminis¬ 
tration  brought  the  era  of  free 
education  to  the  State.  The 
followings  are  the  highlights  of 
the  bold  policy  on  education 
introduced  by  the  Administration 
ind  relentlessly  pursued  since 
then. 

1.  Education  at  all  levels  is 
ree  in  the  State. 

2.  Entrance  examination  into 
econdary  schools  is  abolished. 
K\\  primary  school  children  who 
re  ripe  for  secondary  class  one 
utomaticaliy  qualify  for  admis- 
ion.  This  means  that  transition 
rom  primary  to  secondary  is 
ow  100%  instead  of  the  40% 
roposed  by  the  military  govern- 
lent. 


3.  Private  secondary  schools 
are  abolished  in  the  State. 

4.  Boarding  houses  are  abo¬ 
lished.  The  Government  now 
provides  enough  neighbourhood 
Secondary  Schools. 

Population  Explosion  1980/81 

As  a  result  of  the  abolition  of 
fees  in  Secondary  Schools  and  the 
common  entrance  examination, 
there  was  an  increase  in  secondary 
Schools  admissions.  In  1980/81, 
167,629  children  were  in  secon¬ 
dary  schools  as  against  a  total  nu¬ 
mber  of  66,473  children  in  schools 
during  the  1978/79  session.  This 
shows  an  increase  of  over  100%. 

This  Administration  inherited 
in  October  1979,  100  secondary 
schools  with  a  population  of 
107,835. 


1978/79 


b6,473 


1979/80 


107.835 


1 980/81 


167,629 


Secondary  School  Admission  (1980-1982) 


1980/81  1981/82  1982/83 


Increase  In  Secondary  School 


1979/80 


1980/81 


285 


1981/82 


2 

The  explosion  in  secondary 
schools  (167,629  by  1980)  created 
a  need  for  more  accommodation 
in  schools.  Hence,  the  Govern¬ 
ment  embarked  on  the  provision 
of  new  classrooms  in  the  State. 

By  December  1980,  143  new 
secondary  schools  were  estab¬ 
lished  with  a  total  of  6,073  class¬ 
rooms  for  the  schools. 

Increase  m  Secondary  School 

1979— 80  . .  (105) 

1980— 81  ..  (223)  FIG.  Ill 

1981— 82  ..  (285) 


Apart  from  classrooms  con¬ 
struction  with  blocks,  some  class¬ 
rooms  of  prefabricated  wooden 
panels  were  also  constructed  at 
a  cost  of  N  1,500  per  classrooms 
1 50  classr°oms  of  this  type  were 
put  up  in  various  locations  in  the 
State. 

With  the  establishment  of  the 
Schools  Management  Board  to 
run  the  affairs  of  schools  both 
primary  and  secondary,  in  the 
State,  15  Schools  Management 
Committees  were  also  created 
under  the  SMB  to  look  after 
schools  in  various  parts  of  the 
State. 


Number  of  Secondary  Schools  per  School  Management  Committee 
as  at  28/2/82 


No.  Schools  Management  Committee  Secondary  Schools 


1 .  Lagos  Island/Ikoyi/Eti-Osa  .  29 

2.  Ebute-Metta/Yaba .  30 

3.  Agege/Alimosho .  27 

4.  Somolu/Kosofe  . .  ....  . .  . .  33 

5.  Mushin  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  12 

6.  Badagry  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  10 

7.  Apapa/Ajeromi/Ifelodun  ..  ..  ..  ..  15 

8.  Ojo .  19 

9.  Ikorodu  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  10 

10.  Irepodun  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  66 

11.  Agbowa/Eredo/Ejinrin  .  17 

12.  Epe  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  7 

13.  Surulere  .  31 

14.  Ikeja/Oshodi/Isolo  ....  ..  ..  *.  36 

15.  Ibeju/Lekki  ..  ..  .  .*  ..  ..  ..  4 


Total 


346 


SUPPLY  OF  FREE  BOOKS 
AND  STATIONERY 

Before  the  Jakande  Administra¬ 
tion  introduced  the  Free  Educa¬ 
tion  Programmes,  the  average  cost 
of  books  for  the  secondary  school 
pupil  was  about  N130  a  year. 
This  was  obviously  beyond  the 
reach  of  many  parents,  majority 
of  whom  have  more  than  one 
child  in  secondary  school. 

On  October  1,  1979,  Governor 
Jakande  announced  his  Govern¬ 
ment’s  commitment  to  provide 
each  secondary  school  pupil  with 
free  books  and  stationery  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  free  tuition 

During  the  1980/81  school  year, 
the  Government  provided  free 
books  and  stationery  for  189,429 
secondary  school  pupils  at  the 
following  costs : 

Books  for  secondary 

schools  ..  Nl, 469,566. 67 

Stationery  for  Secondary 
Schools  . .  N558, 983.21 

School  materials  like  chalks,  gum, 
office  pins,  towels,  hand  basins,  bells 


etc.  were  provided  for  secondary 
schools  at  a  cost  of  N867,566.56. 

Provision  of  Teachers 

The  role  of  teachefs  in  the 
successful  implementation  of  the 
Free  Education  Programme  is 
indispensable. 

In  the  first  year  of  the  Program¬ 
me,  the  Administration  required 
8,643  teachers  while  only  3,703 
teachers  were  available. 

Thus,  there  was  a  need  for  as 
much  as  4,940>  teachers  to  cope 
with  the  population  explosion. 

Teachers  were  obtained  from 
the  following  sources: 

Transfer  from  Primary  to 

Secondary  3,073 

Youth  Corps 

Members  2,000 


5,073 


As  at  March  1981,  statistics 
show  that  teachers  population  in 
secondary  schools  in  the  State 
stood  at  7,121. 
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Since  the  commencement  of  the 
free  education  programme,  the 
State  Government  has  spent  the 
followings  amount  on  capital  pro¬ 
ject  for  secondary  education: 

N 


1979/80 

1,091,901.00 

1980 

3,322,117.86 

1981 

8,403,163.25 

1982 

4,000,000.00 

Total 

16,807,182.11 

UNIVERSITY  OF  ILLINOIS-URBANA 


3  0112  081549013 


In  the  1980  budget,  cut  of 
N615  million,  N166  million  i.e 
about  27%  was  spent  on  educa¬ 
tion. 

In  1981,  while  the  total  budget 
was  N756  million,  education  alone 
received  N176  million  i.e.  23  %. 

In  1982,  out  of  a  budget  of 
almost  N666  million,  about  189 
million  i.e.  as  much  as  28  %  went 
to  education. 
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